


 Stroll through Time  
 

Explore the Chapel of the Sisters of St. Joseph  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register Online: www.bit.ly/BadenChapelTour 

 E-mail: cthornburg@stjoseph-baden.org ▪ Call: 724-869-6574 

Sunday, March 13 ▪ 2 p.m.  
Explore the history, architecture and use of our Baden Chapel 

with Archivist Kathleen Washy  
in celebration of National Catholic Sisters Week. 

 

We invite you to bring a nonperishable food item  
for The Ladle in Ambridge. 



 

 

 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

In today’s story of the Prodigal Son, it is the faithful son whose sin also teaches us about steadfast love, 

expressed in the Hebrew Scriptures as hesed, mercy. Because the older son refuses to come to the            

celebration he closes his heart to the invitation in today’s psalm, “Taste and see the goodness . . . ”           

He refuses to acknowledge his relationship to his sibling by declaring his brother “this son of yours. . . ”  

 

Because of his grave stubbornness and disrespect, his was a sin worthy of punishment, according to      

Deuteronomy 21:18-21, which gives the parents of a rebellious son the right to have him stoned to death. 

Instead, he hears merciful, unconditional love, “everything I have is yours.” 

 

The faithful son had lived with the belief that he had made himself worthy of his father’s love, but learns 

that his good behavior did not earn him the reward he expected. In Jesus’ surprise twist of truth, it is the 

sins of both sons that reveal their father’s steadfast love.  

 

Julian of Norwich tells us in her Revelations of Divine Love that sin is necessary in order to show us how 

everything is gift, that nothing we do can make us worthy of reward. “If we did not fall, we would not 

know how feeble and wretched we are of ourselves, nor should we know so fully the marvelous love of our 

maker.” (Revelations of Divine Love; Chapter 61) 

 

In a recent General Audience in St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis encouraged Christians in this Year of 

Mercy to reconcile with their “estranged brothers and sisters.” Who are our brothers and sisters? Do we 

imitate the faithful son by calling all brothers and sisters created by the one God, “your sons and daugh-

ters?” Do we imitate the faithful son by thinking that our good works give us a claim to heaven? 

 

Reflections:  
 

How would I change if I lived my days with an attitude of returning the love                                    

rather than earning the love? 

 

How do we invite ourselves and also all our brothers and sisters to taste the goodness of God? 

 

            -  Sister  Christine Kresho 



 

 

Join us in a discussion on… 
 

“YOUR MUSLIM NEIGHBORS” 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 15TH AT 6:30 P.M. 
HOLY FAMILY MANOR AUDITORIUM 
301 NAZARETH WAY, PITTSBURGH 15229 

 
A PANEL OF SPEAKERS WILL ADDRESS THE SIMILARITIES 

BETWEEN THE ABRAHAMIC FAITHS AND 
PROVIDE SOME GENERAL ISLAMIC KNOWLEDGE 

 

THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

 



 

The Jubilee Year of Mercy  

Living Mercy in the Jubilee Year. 
Recently members of Congregational departments gathered to consider ways 
that the Jubilee Year of Mercy might be observed among us..  This email will 
describe one way and that the virtue of mercy can be held before us. 

The Jubilee Year called for by Pope Francis takes place December 8, 2015-
November 20, 2016.  It is intended to be an opportunity for  “the Church to 

render more clear her witness to mercy.”  

Our charism of inclusive love and union with God, all people and all creation provides a particular lens 
through which each of us is called to express the virtue of mercy during this Jubilee Year.  The call to 
a global consciousness challenges us to move beyond borders, whatever they might be, to “be and 
act as one” for the world, for Earth.   With our charism of unioning love as the lens in which we listen 
to the words of the Gospel, you are invited to use this question in prayer.  How will I live out our 
charism of Oneness through the virtue of mercy in this year of Jubilee?  

Suggestion:  
We are all called to live out MERCY in a myriad of ways in our daily lives.   Our email communications 
can be visible reminder of this call to mercy.  A quote related to the virtue of mercy will be to you 
made available periodically.  You are asked to  include this “mercy” quote in your emails.  The quote 
can serve as a meditative pause in the day to both the sender and the receiver to live out in all we 
do the virtue of mercy.   
 
How to:   
While the menu bar on each computer may vary according to the email provider, basically locate the 
tab in the menu bar (it may say insert)  that will open the signature/business card.  Directions to use 
the quote as part of your emails described below.  Copy the quote emailed to you and insert into the 
Signature box, then click OK.  A new quote will be sent regularly for your use.  Hopefully it works!   
See quote and sample below. 
  
Sample:  Using quote only:  

 “Jesus has this message for us: mercy. I think — and I say it with humility —  
that this is the Lord's most powerful message: mercy.” 

Pope Francis Homily on March 17, 2013 
  
Sample:  Using quote with  Business Card Information 
Name 
Position 
Address 
Phone number 

  
Jesus has this message for us: mercy. I think — and I say it with humility —  

that this is the Lord's most powerful message: mercy. 
Pope Francis Homily on March 17, 2013 
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